The researchers implemented an interprofessional education (IPE) pilot program, wherein final year baccalaureate nursing students and 3rd year medical students undertook preceptorships concurrently in a semi-rural acute care setting. The goal was to emphasize interprofessional (IP) collaboration and team-building. The researchers sought to determine how hands-on, clinically-
participants, the researchers also engaged in structured teaching and learning sessions with the participants, using four IPE modules which they had developed specifically for this particular educational experience. Sessions were conducted over approximately 60 minutes each, and were scheduled over four weeks during the preceptorship. The modules comprised discussion scenarios, video presentations, jeopardy rounds and additional readings. Two modules were presented onsite, and two online. The topics presented included Teaching and Learning; The Rural Context; IPE Communication and Collaboration; and Roles and Responsibilities. These modules constituted an integral component of the students' formal coursework for their preceptorships.
The researchers conducted the first semi structured interviews midway onsite and upon conclusion the second set of interviews via telephone. All participants took part, with the exception of the two male physicians. Additionally, the researchers conducted two onsite focus group sessions. The first midpoint session was attended by students and their faculty coordinator; the second session, which took place upon completion of the preceptorship, was attended by the nurse preceptors and their unit managers. All interviews and focus group sessions were audiorecorded and transcribed. The dataset also comprised researcher field notes and memos.
To analyze the data, the researchers employed Glaserian grounded theory, based on the symbolic interactionist principle of meaning arising from social processes (Blumer, 1986; Schreiber & Stern, 2001; Strauss, 1987) . Analysis consisted of: 1) substantive coding; and 2) theoretical coding, whereby the researchers searched for intrinsic patterns in the data and subsequently gathered these into thematic categories which, in turn, became the basis for a core variable underlying the entire dataset (Glaser, 2005) . Data analysis began as soon as the first
